
Introduction to 1 Peter: 
 
Author:  The Apostle Peter 
 
Biblical Timeline of Peter’s Life:  

• AD 27 – Andrew brings his brother Simon Peter to Jesus 
• AD 29 – Peter witnesses the Transfiguration on the Mt of Olives 
• AD 30 – Peter denies his Lord on the eve of the Crucifixion 
• AD 30 – Peter becomes the church leader at Pentecost 
• AD 41 – Peter first takes the gospel to the Gentiles 
• AD 50 – Peter speaks at the Jerusalem council 
• AD 62-64 – 1 Peter is written 
• AD 64-67 – 2 Peter is written 
• AD 67 – Peter and Paul are executed in Rome 

 
Disputes to Peter’s Authorship: 

Early church tradition affirms Peter as the author.  Modern era 
challenges are based on the following claims. 

• Vocabulary and literary style more advanced than that of an 
“uneducated and untrained” fisherman. 

o Paul was a Galilean.  As such, he would have been fluent 
in both Greek and Aramaic.  As a fisherman functioning 
in the work of his business, he would have had contact 
with many peoples.  Additionally, it is reasonable that 
Peter may have dictated the letter to Silvanus, who would 
have “polished” his speech.  Additionally, Peter wrote 
under the power of the Holy Spirit who Jesus said would 
give them what they needed to say [Luke 12:12]. 

• Theology of the letter is too much like Paul’s, rather than the 
life accounts of an early follower of Jesus. 

o Paul and Peter knew each other.  Peter, as leader of the 
church, would have read Paul’s letters.  Additionally, 
Paul testifies that he was given the same gospel to give to 
the Gentiles that Peter had been given for the Jews 
through the Holy Spirit [Gal 2:7-9]. 

• The level of persecution described in the letter could not have 
occurred in Peter’s lifetime. 

o There was severe and sporadic local persecution before 
Nero’s reign (before AD 68).  This is most likely the 



persecution that Peter is referring to.  The large-scale 
persecution came later.  But make no mistake, Christians 
were persecuted from the beginning [Acts 14:19]. 

In conclusion, there is no viable evidence to the challenges.  I find it 
noteworthy how the challenges presented by modern “theologians” 
seem to deny the power and preeminence of the Holy Spirit.   

 
Historical setting: 

• The dating of the letter uses the following historical clues 
o Paul makes no reference to Peter being in Rome, which puts 

it after AD 62. 
o The fact that Peter admonishes reads to submit to 

government may indicated a date before the severe 
persecution following the burning of Rome in AD 64. 

• Peter makes reference to writing the letter from “Babylon” 
o Three possible locations for Babylon 

1. Babylon in Mesopotamia – This location is unlikely.  
By this time the original Babylon had become an 
insignificant town.  Plus, there is no record that Peter 
was ever there. 

2. Babylon in Egypt – This is the location of a Roman 
military outpost.  This city has not played a significant 
role in Christian history and therefore is also highly 
unlikely. 

3. Rome – In the NT, Rome is often referred to as 
“Babylon”.  The parallel between it being the power 
center, the continuation of the Daniel prophesies, and 
symbolism of Christians as pilgrims scattered abroad, 
longing to return “home” make this the most likely 
option. 

 
Theological Themes: 

There are 5 different themes in the letter. 
1. Emphasis that Christians can expect suffering as a natural part 

of a life dedicated to Christ.  Suffering is God’s shaping tool for 
godly character. 

2. Exhorting Christians to live righteous and holy lives in the face 
of the evils they were experiencing.  Christians do not return 
evil for evil, no matter how bad the persecution.  That is a 
world view. 



3. No matter how much suffering a Christian experiences, they 
don’t deserve it.  It is a service to God, and He will bring justice 
in the end – punishment for the wicked and reward for the 
righteous. 

4. Encourage Christians to submit themselves to others for the 
sake of the gospel and to promote harmonious interpersonal 
relationships. 

5. To drive home the central truth of the gospel.  Jesus endured the 
agony of the cross to save us from bondage and sin.  Christ’s 
example – sinless life, quiet endurance of suffering, and 
commitment to the truth – should be our model in all the 
difficulties of this life. 

 
Broad Outline: 

1. Comfort and reassurance in suffering [1:1-25] 
2. Practical holiness [2:1-3:22] 
3. The Spiritual Significance of suffering [4:1-19] 
4. Divine love as a guide in church life [5:1-11] 
5. Closing salutation and benediction [5:12-24] 


