
1 Peter 2 Questions: 
 
 

1. In verse 1, Peter calls us to lay aside many things.  What do these terms mean?  Also, what 
picture is being painted in the next 2 verses in conjunction with verse 1 that can be “tasted”? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Peter says that we are to come to Jesus as “a living stone”.  What are the attributes of the living 
stone as he calls them out?  What does each of these attributes mean? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. The quotes in verses 6-8 comes from Isaiah 28:16, Psalm 118:22, and Isaiah 8:14.  Read them in 
context.  How do the verses fit together in the narrative? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. For what purpose are we a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own Special 
People?  Who are the people who were not a people? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. What is Peter reminding us of in verses 11-12 in regard to our citizenship and how this should 
affect our presence among the lost? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Verse 13 starts with “therefore”.  This means that what follows is based on what has come 
before.  How and why then do we submit to the governmental authorities over us?  When would 
we not be called to submit in this way? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7. Peter also encourages Servants to be submissive to masters – not just the good ones, but the 
harsh ones too.  What reasons does Peter give for enduring grief, suffering, and wrongdoing 
patiently? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8. Discussion Items:  How does the attitude of the natural man differ from the Follower of Christ 
when it comes to abusive actions of subversive people in authority over us?  What are the 
encumbrances to thinking and behaving like Jesus verses like the Unsaved?  In reflection, what 
does this say about yourself? 

 
 
 



1 Peter 2 Answers: 
 
 

1. In verse 1, Peter calls us to lay aside many things.  What do these terms mean?  Also, what 
picture is being painted in the next 2 verses in conjunction with verse 1 that can be “tasted”? 

 
We are to lay aside: (from the Cambridge English Dictionary) 

• ALL malice – the wish to harm or upset other people 
• ALL deceit – (an act of) keeping the truth hidden, especially to get an advantage 
• Hypocrisy – a situation in which someone pretends to believe something that they do not really 

believe, or that is the opposite of what they do or say at another time 
• Envy – to wish that you had something that another person has 
• Evil Speaking - to say words, to use the voice, or to have a conversation with someone in a 

morally bad, cruel, or very unpleasant way or purpose 
 
When we surrender to Jesus, we are to literally start over – born again.  We lay aside all the attitudes and 
behavior that we have learned in the flesh.  When we do, we become a blank slate.  Just like babies, we 
drink in the “milk” [nourishing] of the Word of God.  Just as milk grows and matures a baby, the Word 
of God grows and matures us Spiritually.  Once a baby “tastes” milk, they only want more and more – 
they long for it.  The same should be for us with the Word of God – which God gives graciously. 
 

2. Peter says that we are to come to Jesus as “a living stone”.  What are the attributes of the living 
stone as he calls them out?  What does each of these attributes mean? 

 
• Rejected by man – Just as Jesus was rejected by the established religious institution, government, 

and many common people when He came, we also will be rejected by those focused on the 
power and pre-eminence of mankind.  Those who value themselves above all else will not value 
the Living God. 

• Chosen by God and precious – Everyone who comes to God has been chosen by Him.  This is 
not to say that we don’t have free will.  The statement above about rejection makes that clear.  
Yet, God in His infinite wisdom, has also chosen those who will seek Him.  And, we are called 
“precious” (that is we are object which hold great value to Him) in His sight. 

• A Spiritual house, a Holy Priesthood, offering up Spiritual sacrifices – Peter uses the picture of 
the OT temple and priesthood to depict the place of the Believer in the NT covenant.  The things 
of old are but shadows of what was to come, yet they give us great insight into what we are 
becoming.   

o We are the Temple of God – Just as the Temple was a stone building and the “dwelling 
place” of God among His People Israel, we are also the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit 
– God within us. 

o A Holy Priesthood – God called the family of Aaron and the Levites to be His priests.  As 
such, the ministered before God for the sake of the people.  They were his messengers 
and His Servants for His Sake.  They were the foundation of worship.  They presented the 
peoples offerings to God.  Just as you had to be of the family of Levi to be a Priest, all 
those who are of the Family of God (we are all adopted into the family of God) are Holy 
Priests. 



o A Spiritual Offering – Just as the priests offered the animal, grain, and wine offerings 
before God, we offer Spiritual Offerings before God – our prayer, service, faith, love, 
hope, and obedience.  These are the acceptable offering before God, because they come 
through Jesus Christ. 

 
3. The quotes in verses 6-8 comes from Isaiah 28:16, Psalm 118:22, and Isaiah 8:14.  Read them in 

context.  How do the verses fit together in the narrative? 
 
Isaiah 28:16 - Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I lay in Zion a stone for a foundation, A tried 

stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; Whoever believes will not act hastily. 
Psalm 118:22 - The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. 
Isaiah 8:14 - He will be as a sanctuary, But a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense To both the 

houses of Israel, As a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
 
[Note:  Paul makes a similar paraphrasing in Romans 9:33 - As it is written: “Behold, I lay in Zion a 
stumbling stone and rock of offense, And whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”] 
 
God has started building a work.  The chief cornerstone was set in building first.  Every stone that 
followed after is referenced off that stone.  All the other cornerstones are squared and leveled to it.  All 
the inner stones are bound between them.  It is the beginning and God has offering Jesus to us as the 
foundational beginning.  Those who align will not be ashamed, they will be part of a Glorious 
“building”.  But to those who reject the stone, their building will not stand – it will topple.  This stone 
will not help them build, but instead it will only be viewed as an obstacle in their way, which they will 
stumble over.  This is realized in the form of disobedience to the Word of God.  It’s an even greater 
offense to God that the ones who are doing this are His own priest, whom He appointed to the 
ministering of His Word. 
 

4. For what purpose are we a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own Special 
People?  Who are the people who were not a people? 

 
We are chosen to proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into marvelous light – 
Jesus! 
 
The Gentiles are a people who were not a people.  God chose Israel as His People.  Yet, they rejected 
Him.  Through Jesus, all who believe are adopted into the Family of God.  In this way, those who were 
not His People have become His People.  Where we once had not received the mercy of God due to 
rejection of Him, we now have gained the Mercy of God through Christ Jesus! 
 

5. What is Peter reminding us of in verses 11-12 in regard to our citizenship and how this should 
affect our presence among the lost? 

 
We are not citizens of this World; our home is in Heaven.  As such, we should not indulge in the things 
of the flesh as the lost do – which separates mankind from God.  Indulging, at best, would create a war 
within our souls.  Instead, we seek to Glorify God among the lost – preparing for the day of His Return. 
 



6. Verse 13 starts with “therefore”.  This means that what follows is based on what has come 
before.  How and why then do we submit to the governmental authorities over us?  When would 
we not be called to submit in this way? 

 
We are to submit to “every ordinance” of man for “the Lord’s sake”.  In other words, we are to obey the 
people over us, just as we would obey God.  In doing so, we honor God.  God has appointed those who 
rule over us.  He sets up and tears down kings and kingdoms as we saw in Daniel.  God even rose up 
Pharoah.  As such, he punishes and protects through the leaders that He allows and appoints. 
 
Even though we have liberty in Christ, we are not use this as a “cloak for vice”.  In other words, we 
cannot use this liberty as a justification beforehand to engage wrongdoing, or an excuse after the fact to 
try and cover up our wrongdoing.  Our behavior in the midst of our interactions with authority – both 
just and unjust – is to “put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.”  Our submission is a witness to God.  
Therefore, we honor (regard with great respect) ALL people, love the Brethren, Fear God, and Honor 
“the king” (highest office of the land/nation). 
 
The only time we are allowed in Scripture to disobey those in authority is when obedience would be a 
direct violation of God’s commands.  For example, just because abortion is legalized in the US, doesn’t 
mean I have to submit myself to it.  Yet, in opposing it, I’m still called to honor ALL people, love the 
Brethren, and honor the Government.  This greatly shapes how I go about opposing it and make me look 
very different from the average citizen of the World. 
 

7. Peter also encourages Servants to be submissive to Masters – not just the good ones, but the 
harsh ones too.  What reasons does Peter give for enduring grief, suffering, and wrongdoing 
patiently? 

 
If someone is beaten for something they deserve, there is nothing special about this.  They should accept 
punishment well for wrongdoing.  However, when you endure wrongdoing toward you and receive it 
patiently, you emulate the very nature of Jesus Christ.  Jesus knew no sin, yet He became our sin and it 
PLEASED God to bruise (crush) Him [Isaiah 53].  When Jesus was reviled, he did not revile in return – 
but committed Himself to the righteous Judgement of God.  This is our example.  And, if we are 
obedient to the Spirit within us, this will be our action also. 
 

8. Discussion Items:  How does the attitude of the natural man differ from the Follower of Christ 
when it comes to abusive actions of subversive people in authority over us?  What are the 
encumbrances to thinking and behaving like Jesus verses like the Unsaved?  In reflection, what 
does this say about yourself? 

 
Natural man’s inclination is to resist authority that we don’t agree with.  It makes no sense to submit 
ourselves to abuse or suffering that we don’t deserve.  Yet, God calls us to do this very thing if we 
conform to His Image.  That doesn’t mean that we don’t speak out or take action against wrongdoing.  
We simply don’t turn to violence and other destructive methods when the authorities can’t be reasoned 
with.   
 
In short, we are encumbered by valuing ourselves above the purpose and mission of God.  Jesus suffered 
on the cross for a great purpose.  When we are called to suffer, it is also for a purpose of God.  However, 



many times, we can’t see the purpose and therefore find no value in it and refuse to subject ourselves to 
it.  At its core, it’s an act of unbelief. 
 
In order to act rightly in situations of submission and suffering, we have to consider them in advance.  
Most often we make bad decisions in the moment.  To be successful, we have to consider these things in 
advance and resolve to righteous response long before an event even occurs.  You have to resolve 
yourself to trust God, to let Him be your protector and your avenger. 


