
Daniel 6 Answers: 
 
 

1. Even though Darius is referred to as “the king”, Darius is not the king of the Medes and Persians.  He is 
most likely a man named Gubaru, appointed by Cyrus to rule over the region of Babylon.  Why is called 
“Darius” is unknown.  That said, in what way did Darius organize the rule of his “kingdom” and why? 

 
Darius set up 120 satraps, over whom he appointed 3 governors – one of which was Daniel.  He did this so that 
he would not “suffer loss”, ie to make sure that the taxes due the king were paid accordingly. 
 

2. Why was Darius considering placing Daniel over the whole region?  What was the reaction of the other 
satraps and governors to this? 

 
Daniel distinguished himself among the other governors because he had “an excellent spirit” in him.  The others 
became jealous and sought to discredit Daniel. 
 

3. In what way did the governors and satraps decide to discredit Daniel and why?  How does this relate to 
Titus 2:7-8? 

 
They decided to find a way to bring charges against him concerning the law of his God by getting Darius to 
command he alone be worshiped for 30 days.  They did this because they could not find any fault or error in 
him.  Daniel exemplified what Paul taught in Titus 2:7-8.  He lived an exemplary life, which would have only 
brought shame to anyone who accused him.  This left trickery as the only route of entrapment. 
 

4. The governors and satraps knew they could entrap Daniel this way.  Why did they have confidence in 
this?  Why was Daniel doing what he did? [Hint:  What were the priest required to do daily that could no 
longer be done in exile?] 

 
It was Daniel’s custom to go into his room 3 times a day and pray to God facing Jerusalem.  Because they knew 
this was Daniel’s custom and that Daniel did not regard any man above God, it was a sure trap.  Daniel prayed 
three times a day in replacement for the daily sacrifices.  When the Israelites were taken from Jerusalem, the 
daily sacrifices were no longer possible.  So, Daniel offered his prayers as sacrifices before God for the nation. 
 

5. When Darius realized he had been tricked and now Daniel was in danger, why did he not simply reverse 
his decree?  What did the king do? 

 
According to the law of the Medes and Persians, once a decree is made by the king, it cannot be changed – even 
by the king.  Therefore, Darius was powerless against his own short-sighted decision. 
 
The king was deeply distressed and greatly displeased with himself and set his heart on delivering Daniel.  
Darius labored all day, but was unable to come up with a way to save him from the decree. 
 

6. What did Darius conclude would be the means by which Daniel would be delivered?  What evidence is 
given in the text about how much this event weighed on Darius? 

 
Darius told Daniel that “Your God, whom you serve continually, He will deliver you.”  Darius fasted all night 
and would not allow anything thing pleasant to be in his presence he was so distressed.  He did not even sleep.  
As soon as it was morning, he rushed to see about Daniel. 
 



7. Why does Daniel say God sent His angel to shut the lion’s mouth? 
 
Because He found Daniel innocent before him and that Daniel had done no wrong before the king either.  
Daniel was saved because he believed in God and walked uprightly before Him (note: not sinless, but 
repentant). 
 

8. How did Darius right the wrong which had been done to Daniel?  How do you feel about his action?  
Was it a righteous act?  [You must answer based on the bible, not your opinion.  Give references.] 

 
King Darius had the men who tricked him brought – with their wives and children – and thrown into the lion’s 
den where they were torn to death.  Many will find this action unrighteous, stating that the women and children 
were innocent.  However, this is not the view of God, nor was it the view of the Medes and Persians.  Guilt is a 
collective thing for a family.  If a wrong is committed, it is incumbent upon the family to prevent its execution.  
There are not innocent or blameless – they are guilty by not doing something to prevent it.  God holds them 
accountable, and their blood is on their own heads.  This is illustrated in Joshua 7:10-26 with Achan and his 
family. 
 

9. Based on verses 25-27 and the other accounts of the chapter, do you think Darius is a Believer in the 
One True God?  Why or why not? 

 
You can’t say for sure, however, the language we see Darius using in verses 25-27 is very similar to that of 
Nebuchadnezzar at the end of his period.  As such, we can say that he at least honored God, even if he didn’t 
fully understand belief.  He definitely demonstrated Faith in the God of Heaven.  And he acknowledged God’s 
dominion and power.  There are many elements which suggest belief and a surrendered spirit.  We will have to 
wait until Heaven to find out for sure. 


